
Scientific Committee of DOAB Foundation
- Terms of Reference (approved 18 June 2021)

Committee Name
Scientific Committee (SC)

Type
Standing

Background and purpose
In the formation of the DOAB Foundation it is stated that the Executive Board and the Supervisory Board
of the Foundation are assisted by the Scientific Committee whose members shall be appointed by the
Executive Board subject to the prior approval of the Supervisory Board.

The Scientific Committee shall advise the Executive Board and the Supervisory Board on academic
issues, the admission criteria for publishers and their publications, and the services the Foundation
provides.

The SC has a specific role regarding the DOAB service called PRISM (Peer Review Information Service
for Monographs). PRISM has been developed thanks to the Horizon 2020 EU HIRMEOS project. It is
operated by DOAB as a service to publishers who can use the service to make information about their
peer review procedures visible to all at the publisher level and at the book level. The intention of the
service is to promote transparency around quality assurance of scholarly open access books to the
benefit of readers and the service providers working with them, such as the libraries. However, it is
voluntary if the publishers will use this service. In particular

● The SC shall validate the requirements for the use of PRISM by publishers, and decide which
types of peer review and which open licenses that shall be part of the service.

● The SC can propose a revision of  requirements or new requirements.
● The Scientific Committee shall act as Board of Appeal for complaints from publishers.

PRISM currently operates as a beta service. Its full release is planned for 2022. The service is integrated
in the EOSC Market Place https://marketplace.eosc-portal.eu/services/operas-certification-doab

Scope
In scope: issues related to the scientific standards and procedures in DOAB including evaluation of peer
review procedures at the publisher level and at the book level.

https://marketplace.eosc-portal.eu/services/operas-certification-doab


Out of scope: operation of the DOAB Foundation, including finances, recruitment, and administration
(including technical maintenance of DOAB).

Authority
Providing advice on peer review standards and other issues related to scholarly quality assurance in book
publishing. Does not have final responsibility for decisions but gives advice to the DOAB Executive Board.

Membership
The Scientific Committee (SC) consists of members with experience or knowledge in SSH scholarship
and the editorial side of monograph publishing. SC members have a diverse background, representing
different publishing cultures and disciplines.The SC is an independent body, to be consulted in scientific
matters. Its members cannot have other roles within DOAB. SC members are appointed for a period of 4
years, and can be reappointed for new terms. Members of the Executive Board and the Supervisory
Board may not be members of the Scientific Committee. Decisions are made by consensus and, if
consensus cannot be reached, by majority vote.

The chair shall be appointed by the members of the SC. The chair of the SC acts as advisor to the
Executive Board.

Meeting arrangements
The Executive Board invites the SC for at least 2 virtual meetings per year, agendas distributed 2 weeks
before meeting date, minutes distributed 2 weeks after the meeting date. Additional meetings to discuss
specific issues might be arranged on shorter notice. Extraordinary meetings without the participation of
the Executive Board may be convened by the Chair.

Reporting
Outputs of the discussions of the Scientific Committee are input to the Executive Board and the
Supervisory Board.

Resources and budget
There is no specific budget allocated for the work of the Scientific Committee. Members are expected to
bear their own costs.

Review
The current draft of Terms of Reference will be discussed at the first meeting of the Scientific Committee.
After revisions the Terms of Reference will be revised every third year.


